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Samuel’s calm breath started to turn heavy, and he withdrew his arm. Then, he
turned to leave.

Looking at his back, Natalie was baffled by his weird attitude.

Didn’t he want to punch me in the face? Why hasn’t he said anything and just
walked away?

She racked her brain for a long time but still could not figure it out. What did | do
to anger him again?

After she had used the restroom, Natalie walked back to the restaurant. She
noticed that Ross was the only one sitting at the table, and Xavian was nowhere
to be found.

“Where is Xavian?”
“He said he wanted to use the restroom urgently.”
“But, | didn’t see him on my way back here.”

Afraid that she would be worried, Ross offered, “Why don’t | go to the men’s
restroom and look for him? After all, he is still a small kid.”

“There’s no need for that.” Natalie then took a gulp of her drink and smiled wryly.
“You won’t find him in there. He must have wanted to go somewhere else but

was afraid that you would be worried and decided to lie to you. Don’t treat him as
a mere five-year-old kid; he’s more cunning than most adults.”

Upon mentioning Xavian, the corner of her lips lifted into a smile. He could feel
that there was a sense of pride coming from her.

She knew that if the enticing night and the events that followed thereafter six
years ago were a nightmare, then Clayton and Xavian were the light that chased
away the darkness that the heavens had given her.

If it were not for them, she would not use all her final strength to jump down her
window and run away.

Narrowing his eyes, Ross said slowly, “I'm curious as to what you have been
through. Why do you say things that feel as if whatever that happened to me had
happened to you as well?”
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“It must be something very similar.” Natalie's smile disappeared, and then, her
eyes turned cold. “It so happens that | had been treated highly by my closest and
beloved family and then thrown into the deepest, never-ending abyss in an
instant.”

It was easy for Ross to guess it correctly, but hearing it personally from her was a
different story.

Looking at her from the side, he thought that even though she was talking about
it casually, there was a possibility that what she had gone through was more
challenging and a thousand times more painful than what he had experienced.

Meanwhile, Samuel was standing outside of the restaurant.

His gaze was fixed on the table near the window at the man staring at Natalie,
seemingly lost in thought.

He could not hear what they were discussing. However, Samuel could clearly feel
that she was letting her guard down in front of the man and allowed him to see
her in her most fragile state.

Who is this man? How could he make Natalie look like this?

With his deep eyes turning dark and grim, his face became rigid, and the aura
exuded from him turned the surrounding temperature down a few notches.

Samuel was frustrated, and his perfectly long fingers took out a stick of cigarette
from its box. Suddenly, a crisp tiny voice sounded next to him.

“I look so much like you, sir!”

Narrowing his eyes, Samuel turned to look at the young kid standing in front of
him.

The young kid was very adorable. Furthermore, his cherubic face was red, and his
eyes glinted energetically.

As the kid was still very young, he did not have sharp features on his face. One
look at them would not let anyone think that the two looked similar. However,
once he looked at the young kid closely, Samuel could definitely say that he could
find some similarities between them.

Surprisingly, the similarities between them exceeded the similarities between
him and Franklin.

“Yeah."”

Even though he did not deny it, Samuel’s face remained expressionless.



So what if we look similar? I don't think this young kid is my son.

He knew that he had only been tricked once. Moreover, he had only slept with a
woman once, and it resulted in Yara bringing Franklin and Sophia into the Bowers
residence.

If there were more children, | don’t think Yara would pass on the excellent
opportunity.

As he lighted his cigarette up, the blue flame flickered around Samuel’s fingers.

The young kid furrowed his eyebrows slightly. “Sir, Mommy doesn’t like the smell
of cigarettes. Can you stop smoking for the sake of Mommy?”

Samuel’s lips twitched. He glanced at the young kid and asked, “Why would | do
that?”
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“Are you single, sir?”

Samuel was rendered speechless.

“If you don’t say anything, | will assume that it is true.” The young kid blinked his
clear eyes once and tilted up his chubby face. “Mommy is also single. You are
compatible with each other.”

Looking at the young kid, he thought the boy looked as old as Franklin and
Sophia and that would mean he was either fFour or five years old. However, the
tone of his voice was mature.

Samuel stubbed out his cigarette and asked lightly, “Did your mother teach you
to say that?”

“I did not tell her that I'm here to see you.”
“You lied to her?”

“She doesn’t think that you can be my stepfather and keeps telling me to give it
up."

Upon saying that, Xavian shook his head dramatically. It's really tough for me as a
son to keep track of Mommy's personal affairs. She really worries me.

“Really?” With disdainful eyes, Samuel snorted in disbelief.
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“Sir, I've investigated your background. As the head of the Bowers family, you are
an excellent man. But Mommy is pretty good too. She is a woman who has the
looks and the brain. If you don’t want to pursue Mommy, there are many others
who want to pursue her. | can find someone else for her.”

Xavian spoke with a serious note. However, Samuel merely leaned down and
ruffled his hair unhurriedly.

“You can find another person for your mommy.”

Xavian did not think that Samuel would reject his proposal. Therefore, when he
heard the reply, he was stunned and looked at Samuel in disbelief.

“Y-You..."”

“There’'s a woman that | want.” Samuel narrowed his eyes and continued,
“Therefore, I'm not interested in other women.”

It was Xavian’s turn to be speechless.
Stunned once again, he clenched his fingers into tiny Fists.
“Since you don’t like Mommy, you will regret it sooner or later.”

Samuel withdrew his hand and did not respond. Then, the corner of his mouth
lifted into an ambiguous smirk.

He did not like children except Franklin and Sophia. Moreover, he did not like a
self-righteous kid.

However, even though the young kid had said things that he did not like to hear,
there were no feelings of hatred toward him. It could very well be because
Xavian looked very similar to him.

Regardless, that was all.

Samuel then turned to leave the place. Meanwhile, Xavian's chubby face was
getting rounder as frustration grew in him, and there was a frustrating look in his
eyes.

“You will regret it sooner or later for liking another woman and not Mommy. If
you come running to me crying, | will not help you. We'll just wait and see!”

After paying for their meal, Natalie and Ross came out from the restaurant and
saw Xavian looking angry.

“Sweetheart, did somebody bully you?”



“I've met a self-righteous man.” Then, Xavian looked at Natalie and smiled
sweetly. “The man had made a bold statement to me, but he will regret it soon.”

“Man? What man?”
“Mommy, you don’t know him. I've only met him just now.”
“Oh, is that so?”

Meanwhile, after taking his car out of the parking lot, Ross gave them a ride
home.

Xavian sat at the back seat, and Natalie occupied the passenger seat. After they
had settled down, Ross started the car.

At that moment, three men came out of the restaurant.

Steven and Yohan did not notice the car, but Samuel’s gaze was fixed on Natalie
and Ross sitting inside it.

The car passed the three of them quickly, and Samuel continued to stare at it. As
he was giving them his full attention, he did not notice the small head at the back
seat leaning on the window.

On the way to the Bowers residence, Samuel did not say a word and was feeling
down.

Upon reaching home, he looked at Gavin and asked, “Where are Franklin and
Sophia?”

“Inside their room. They aren’t asleep yet.”
“Thanks.”

AFfter getting the reply, Samuel walked upstairs and knocked on their bedroom
door.

“Who is it?”

“It's me.”

Once they heard Samuel’s voice, Franklin rushed to open the door.

In the Bowers residence, Franklin was not afraid of anyone except for Samuel.

He was well-known for being a mischievous little brat by other people. However,
he did not dare to do the same when Samuel was around. Standing in front of him,
Franklin crossed his barefooted legs with confusion and restlessness on his face.



“Daddy, it’s late. Is there a reason why you're looking for me?”

Does he know about my Fight with the rotund kid and the Fact that I've made him
cry?

When he thought about it, Franklin turned intimidated at once. He was afraid
that Samuel would start scolding him.

While Franklin was waiting for the interrogation to start, Samuel’s low voice was
heard above his head.

“Franklin, do you want to see Natalie now?”
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Upon hearing Natalie’s name being mentioned, Sophia walked up to Samuel and
nodded vigorously.

Although we have been contacting Natalie on the internet, a meeting in person
will be so much better.

Franklin glanced at his sister briefly and nodded his head as well. “Of course, we
want to!”

Even though he wanted to see Natalie as well, his tiny eyebrows were furrowed
by the thought of it. Then, his clear eyes looked at Samuel warily.

“But, it's not right. Didn’t you disapprove of me being with Natalie, Daddy?” His
eyebrows knitted more tightly as he continued to recall more things. “Are you
trying to trick her into coming so you can bully her because I like Natalie very
much?”

“Can you stop calling her that affectionately?”
“Why can’t | call her that way? She agreed to it.”
“Even if she had agreed to it, | don’t agree to it.”
“Daddy, you..."”

Franklin was pissed off as he would never have thought that Samuel would stop
him from pursuing a girl he really liked.
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Meanwhile, Samuel was in no better situation than Franklin was. If he did not
confirm that Franklin was his son, he would have thrown the young kid out of the
Bowers residence.

“Do the two of you want to see her or not?”
Franklin and Sophia exchanged looks and nodded in unison.
“Franklin, you have to do this. | will give her a call later..."”

After listening to Samuel’s plan, doubt appeared on Franklin’s chubby Fface.
“Daddy, t-this is lying to Natalie, isn’t it? If she Finds out, won’t she think that I'm
not innocent anymore?”

“Then should we not?” Narrowing his eyes, there was a glint of subtle softness in
Samuel’s eyes.

For a while, Franklin had an internal conflict within himselF. Finally, he could not
refuse the temptation of meeting Natalie and spoke in a serious tone.

“Daddy, let’s lie.”
Meanwhile, Ross had sent Natalie and Xavian home safely.

After cleaning himself up, Xavian went back to his bedroom to play on the
computer. Natalie, on the other hand, went back to her bedroom and looked at
the financial reports that Yandel had sent to her.

It was rare for her to show up in Dream, but she was still the one who decided on
the management strategy from afar.

After she had finished reading the reports, Natalie took off her hyper-realistic
mask and was planning to take a bath to release her stress.

At that time, her phone suddenly rang.
Glancing at the number, it was from the Bowers residence. Could it be Franklin?
“Hello...”

“It's me, Samuel.” The deep, magnetic male voice came out from the other end of
the phone.

Natalie was stunned. “You?”
“What are you doing?”

“I'm currently...” Natalie glanced at her mask and continued subconsciously,
“Getting ready to take a bath.”



“With your sweetheart?”
“He has finished showering. We are going to call it a night soon.”

After answering his question, Natalie finally realized that she did not have to
answer him. This has nothing to do with him, right?

However, her answer made him more frustrated. With a grim look, he said, “I
need you to come to the Bowers residence now.”

“Samuel, it's nearly ten o’clock!”

“Franklin has an upset stomach, but he doesn’t want to see the doctor. He wants
to see you.” He added in a heavy tone, “l don’t know whether it's real or not. But,
I remember someone telling me previously to treat the children more gently.”

As long as it has something to do with the two children, she will be willing to help
me.

She bit her lip and could not retort back.

Even though she was suspicious about Franklin having an upset stomach, she
knew that it could also be true.

As such, won't Franklin be waiting for me?
“Gotit. I'll go.”

Samuel’s cold eyes turned warm, and his lip curled up into a smile. “l will reach
your house in fifteen minutes.”
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Natalie came out of her house and spotted the car parked under a street lamp.

The yellow light under the street lamp stretched a man’s already long silhouette
even longer.

Just his back alone was enough to make people assume that he could be a
handsome gentleman, and Natalie was no exception. She looked at the figure
while lost in thought.

When he heard the sounds of fFootsteps coming down the stairs, Samuel slowly
turned around and fixed her with a stare.
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As Natalie was worried about Franklin’s health, the first question that came out
of her mouth when she approached Samuel was about him. “How is Franklin?”

“Not so good.”
Biting her lips, Natalie could not hide the look of concern in her eyes.

Samuel opened the passenger door for her, and Natalie entered the car
worriedly.

On their way to the house, Samuel started to speak.

“You may not be able to go back home tonight,” he said with a smirk.
“I know.”

“Won’'t your sweetheart be bothered about it?”

Upon hearing the question, Natalie was dumbstruck. She cast a look at the man
driving next to her.

“l went to check on him before | left the house. He is already asleep. He won’t be
bothered by it.”

Samuel caught on to her words quickly. “You and him... Aren’t you sleeping
together in the same room?”

“No, I'm used to sleeping alone.”
Her answer made his gaze turn gentle. Then, he smiled.

She had noticed his smile and furrowed. “Samuel, it seems like you are very
concerned about my sweetheart.”

“Yes.” Samuel snorted and glanced at her briefly. “If there is an opportunity, |
would like to meet him.”

She could not find any fault in his statement.

However, Natalie gave it a deep thought, and she could feel the presence of
jealousy in it.

Is this... jealousy toward a love rival? But, it can’t be. My Face is Full of freckles,
and even I'm not too fond of it. Could it be that Samuel can see through it and
has noticed my inner beauty?

With both of them lost in their thoughts, they did not speak anymore.



Upon reaching the Bowers residence, Natalie followed Samuel in.

Gavin saw her and waved. “Ms. Nichols, it is fortunate that you are here. Why
don’t you hurry upstairs and check on Mr. Franklin? He has an upset stomach and
doesn’t want to see a doctor. He only wants to see you.”

Natalie and Samuel exchanged a brief look, and her heart tightened.

She quickly put on indoor slippers but did not realize she had worn them
incorrectly. Then, she went straight to the bedroom on the second floor.

Gavin wanted to see the situation as well but was stopped by Samuel.
“Gavin, it's late. Get some rest.”
“But, what about Mr. Franklin?”
Samuel answered lightly, “I'm here with her; Franklin will be all right.”

Gavin was still worried about other matters, but he knew that his concerns were
too much when he looked into Samuel’s determined eyes.

“Gavin, we've made you worry too much tonight.”
“It's my responsibility.”
Watching Samuel walking up the stairs, a sudden thought formed in his mind.

Evidently, Ms. Nichols looks more like a mother to Mr. Franklin and Ms. Sophia
than Yara. The concerned look on her face for her own children... I've never seen
a similar expression on Yara's face. Anyhow, | do understand why the picky Mr.
Franklin and Ms. Sophia like Ms. Nichols so much even though she is not beautiful
now.

Meanwhile, in the children’s room, Franklin could hear the sounds of urgent
footsteps. He started to think hard and act quickly.

“Sophia, Natalie is here. I'm going to my bed.”

Sophia knew that Franklin needed to act sick. Hence, she nodded obediently to
inform him not to worry.

Upon reaching the room, Natalie saw Franklin lying on the bed and covering his
stomach. She could hear him groaning softly.

“It hurts... Am | dying? | want to see Natalie... Before | die from pain, | wish that |
could see Natalie once.”

The others did not say anything.



At first, Franklin wanted to act dramatically and yell in pain. However, during
their rehearsal for the situation, Samuel had stopped him from doing it.

In the end, Samuel had to demonstrate and instruct him to follow how it should
be done exactly.

As such, what Natalie would see was Franklin curling up into a ball on the bed.
She did not concern herself about other matters and approached him quickly.
“Franklin, how long have you been in pain? What are the symptoms? Did you eat
anything weird?”

His only intention was to see her, and when she had appeared in front of him,
Franklin was satisfied.

However, when he saw that Natalie had believed his acting, Franklin could not do
anything other than continuing the act.

“Natalie, I-l... I don’t know how long it has been. But, it hurts a lot.”
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Natalie was so concerned and anxious that she Failed to catch the guilt that
flashed through Franklin's eyes.

“Lift your shirt,” she ordered.

Franklin’s eyebrows furrowed. He was hesitant as he was unsure why Natalie
wanted him to do that. Moreover, he did not know whether he should obey or
not.

The boy glanced toward Samuel, silently pleading him to give an order.
Samuel narrowed his eyes. “Didn’t you hear what Ms. Nichols said, Franklin?”
Without further hesitation, Franklin gritted his teeth and did as he was told.

After Feeling around his stomach, Natalie realized that the child in front of her
was faking his stomachache.

She looked into his eyes and maintained eye contact for a few seconds until he
lowered his head and averted his gaze.

How could he fake his sickness just to see me? He would get accused of crying
wolf if he repeatedly does this. What will happen if he actually Falls sick, and the
Bowers Family ignores him?
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Franklin was not sure what to do. The sight of Natalie remaining silent made him
even more anxious than he was before.

“Natalie, I... I think I'm fine now,” he stuttered. “You're really my medicine! Just
the sight of you made my stomachache go away.”

Natalie could see through the boy easily, yet she chose not to expose him. “It
might be a mental stomachache. Drinking more water should help soothe it.”

Both Franklin and Sophia released breaths of relief after hearing what Natalie
said.

Natalie caressed Franklin’s cheek before turning around to Samuel. “Mr. Bowers,
could you kindly get Franklin a glass of warm water?”

Samuel, who was leaning on the doorframe, nodded slightly and went downstairs
to get the water.

At that moment, the only people remaining in the children’s bedroom were
Natalie and the siblings.

Natalie furrowed her brows. “Franklin, lying is not the right thing to do.”
Her words made Franklin nervous all over again. “Natalie, I-”

She cut him off before he could even Finish his sentence. “I'm glad that you
wanted to see me, but this isn’t the right way,” she said, her tone serious. “I'm
not mad, but I'm definitely disappointed. | care a lot about you, which was why |
came in such a hurry. But knowing that you lied to me made me feel as if my
worries earlier were useless and ridiculous.”

After hearing that, Franklin’s expression immediately fell. He could not even
think of anything to refute her.

Sophia, too, with her head hung low, stood obediently and listened to Natalie’'s
scolding.

“I'm sorry, Natalie,” Franklin apologized.
Natalie was glad. “Learning from your mistakes is what | admire from a boy.”

“But..."” Franklin hesitated. After mustering up all his courage, he continued,
“Sophia and | would like to see you every day. Could you move in with us?”

Though Sophia was unable to speak, her lively eyes were Filled with anticipation.
Natalie, on the receiving end, was shocked by Franklin’s words.

Move in? With what justification?



She already had her two sweethearts, Xavian and Clayton.

No matter how much she liked Franklin and Sophia, they were ultimately not
biologically related to her.

Even if there were various reasons behind the separation of Samuel and their
mom, they still had their own mom. It was not her duty to move in and take care
of them.

“l can't,” she refused.
Mwhy?ll

“There’s no reason to that,” Natalie stated with a smile. “You and Sophia have
your daddy. Naturally, you also have your mommy. If | move in with you guys,
your mommy will be very sad,” she explained patiently.

Upon the mention of their mom, Franklin and Sophia’s expressions darkened.

There was a hint of Fear on Sophia’s face as she started rubbing her hands
together.

“That woman who only tries to butter us up?” Franklin questioned, his expression
livid. “She’s not our mommy!”
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